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                                                        WIVETON PARISH COUNCIL 



                                                        email : wivetonpc@gmail.com 

                                Website : wivetonparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk


Chairman                    :  Cllr. John Ramm.                  Parish Clerk  :  Louise Stevens. 
Vice-Chairman           :  Cllr. Martin Pearce. 


Minutes of the Meeting of Wiveton Parish Council held on Thursday 7th November 2024 at
7.30pm in the Parish Rooms.


              Welcome and Apologies :

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Present : The Chairman, Cllr. John Ramm, Vice-Chairman Cllr. Martin Pearce, Cllr. Mrs. Andrea Beal, Cllr. Godfrey Sayers, Cllr. Phil Cheadle and Cllr. Richard Petley.  
There were no Apologies.  Also present, Parish Clerk Louise Stevens, District Councillor Dr. 
Victoria Holliday, County Councillor Michael Dalby and Martin Horlock, Environment Manager, Norfolk County Council.  
One parishioner present.  


2.                Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations :

None.   


3.              To Approve the Minutes from the last Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 5th September 2024 :

The Draft Minutes were circulated earlier by The Clerk.  It was Agreed that they are a true record of the Meeting. Vice-Chairman Cllr. Pearce proposed them and Cllr. Cheadle seconded them. The Chairman signed them. 


4.               Matters Arising  :

The groundworks including the posts for the new bus stops have been completed but the signage including the timetables need to be added. 
County Councillor Dalby will investigate this matter.  
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5.                The Management of The Downs :  Mr. Martin Horlock, Environment Manager, Norfolk County Council :

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Horlock to the meeting and invited him to give his report to the 
Councillors :
Mr. Horlock confirmed that The Downs are registered as a geological Site of Special Scientific Interest. NCC are planning to clear vegetation on The Downs. Tree safety work, including inspection of the beech trees on The Esker, remedial work including removal if recommended, is being costed. 
This winter NCC are planning to remove and replace the pedestrian down steps at the SE end of the downs onto Glandford Road and the steps to Langham Road which will include a handrail.The Kissing Gate will also be removed. Resurfacing the car park had been agreed. 
Cllr. Pearce will be the main point of contact on the Parish Council for Mr. Horlock of NCC. 
Cllr. Mrs. Beal raised concerns that as sheep are now grazing on the land all year round the bluebells are disappearing. 
Cllr. Sayers also asked if the joint ownership between Norfolk County Council and Wiveton Parish Council could be reinstated with regular meetings involving the two organisations. 
Mr. Horlock agreed this could be beneficial to both parties, with a full management plan put in place. Volunteers could be encouraged to help with general maintenance work. 

The overnight parking continues to be an issue and it was agreed to install better signage with guidance and details of relevant By Laws. A height barrier would help prevent camper vans parking overnight but unsuitable at this location.  There have been no issues with rubbish to date. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Horlock for his report and he left the meeting.  


6.             To receive reports :

District Councillor Dr. Holliday gave her report to the meeting highlighting certain issues :
Free parking in market towns for Christmas. 
Funding for 25m swimming pool in Fakenham. 
Revised consultation for the Local Plan starts November 7th until December 7th. 
Section 31 Highways Act 1980 involves declarations by the National Trust about paths over land they own in Wiveton and any other local parishes ; if there are paths that are not included by the NT, a case will need to be made to change the Definitive Map before 2036.  
£80.00 fines for dog fouling, increasing to £1,000 with possible court action and the designation of Public Space Protection Orders. 
The Chairman thanked District Councillor Holliday for her report.  

County Councillor Michael Dalby gave his report to the meeting highlighting certain issues :
Devolution Plans has been cancelled by current Government with discussions possible after local elections in May 2025.  
No update on the proposed funding for potholes. 
Wiveton Bus Stops , will enquire with Highways. 

The Chairman thanked County Councillor Dalby for his report. 


7.       Progress on The Bell :
We continue to work with Birketts, solicitors and Chestnut Holdings on the Covenant, which will protect land at the front of The Bell from future development. 
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Resident and Solicitor Mr. Charles Killin has offered advice and the Council would like to
record its thanks for his help. Currently the Council has objected to the registration of the land by Chestnut at the the Land Registry.  Once Land Registry have responded to our queries the Council should be in a position to lift our objection. The joint covenant between
the Council and Chestnut can then be signed. 



 8.                  Parishioners Questions :

There was one parishioner present.  
The owner of Church Farm raised concerns about the drainage problem after heavy rain. A meeting is planned for Monday 11th November with Darren Mortimer, the Highways engineer to discuss this and invited The Chairman and Cllr. Beal to also attend. He will update the Council with progress. 


9.              Planning :

No new applications. 



10.          Finance :


The Clerk reported that the second precept payment of £ 1968.50 had been received on 28th September.  £76.23 Interest had been received on the Deposit Account.  
Balance in Deposit Account as at today :       £20,461.50. 
Balance in Current Account as at today :       £18,743.25.

Payments since last meeting in September :
SW Horticulture :                                                £85.00 and £60.00.              ( Grass cutting ). 
Donation to Glaven Valley Newsletter :            £1000.00.   
Primary Care :                                                     £246.00.                                 ( new pads ).  

Payments to Approve this evening  :

E T Myers :                                                           £30.00
Countrystyle Recycling :                                     £72.00
L. Stevens.      ( September and October ).       £283.70

Total payments :                                                 £385.70
Payments were approved, cheques were drawn and signed.  

Precept 2025 / 2026.  
The new Tax Base for Wiveton for the next financial year is 83.60. This is due to the
new residents moving into the village increasing the number of Council Tax payers.  If the Precept was not increased the new annual payment per household is £47.09, down from £48.84 for the current year. This was discussed and it was Agreed that the Precept should remain at £3937.00 for 2025 / 2026.  
Allotment and Allotted Land rental payments for 2025 have been processed. 


11.                 Village Maintenance :

It was Agreed to organise by village email, a working party to clear overhanging vegetation on Chapel Street during the winter. 
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12.               Parish Rooms :

Annual General Meeting will held on Monday 11th November.  
A Christmas event will be planned.  


13.                  Correspondence :

No additional correspondence.  


14.                   Any other business :

Affordable Housing :

The Council is waiting for both a draft flier from NNDC and Broadland Housing and a response to queries raised by the Council particularly about scale. NNDC has responded on
both and an email has been circulated to all Councillors summarising the situation. This will enable NNDC and Broadland to revise its approach and talk to local landowners, probably in the new year. It will be on the agenda for a future PC meeting.  

A large pothole on Dragaway was reported. The clerk will report this to NCC. 
Overhanging tree on the Coastal Permissive Path was discussed and it was Agreed to 
include this maintenance in the next village working party. 


15.                Meeting Dated for 2025. :

January 9th. 
March 6th. 
May 8th. 
July 3rd. 
September 4th. 
November 6th. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.10pm.  













